
Ways and Means Committee 
Monday, April 29, 2019 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
Roby Politi, Chairperson 
Tom Scozzafava, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Politi called this Ways and Means Committee to order at 10:00 a.m. with the following 
supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, 
Joe Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, Mike Marnell, Steve McNally, Noel Merrihew, 
Dean Montroy, Jim Monty, Jerry Morrow, Roby Politi, Randy Preston, Michael Tyler, Joe Pete 
Wilson and Tom Scozzafava.    

 
Department heads present were:  Michael Diskin, Chris Garrow, Daniel Palmer, Dan Manning, 
Michael Mascarenas and Judy Garrison.  
 
Deputies present:  Jim Dougan 
 
New media:  none present 
 
Also present:  Michele Preston, Davina Winemiller, Jim McKenna and Mary Jane Lawrence. 
 
 
POLITI:  Good morning everyone. I’m going to call this Ways & Means committee meeting to 
order and I’ll ask the clerk to call the roll please. 
Before I begin I do want to recognize that this is Supervisor Montroy’s last meeting with us.  
Dean we’re going to miss you. We appreciate all your efforts and being part of this body and 
your contributions to the body. 
 
MONTROY:  It’s been a pleasure working with everybody, it really has.  This is probably the 
best part of being Supervisor. 
 
POLITI: I know it is isn’t it?  It really is.  I want to recognize Mr. Gillilland. 
 
GILLILLAND: I’d like to forward a resolution from the board of appreciation and congratulations 
to Dean Montroy for his service and being a great colleague on his departure. 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO DEAN MONTROY FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO ESSEX COUNTY GOVERNMENT. 
Gillilland, unanimous  
 
POLITI:  Unanimous second. Thank you very much.  I appreciate it. 
Alright we don’t have any, well I guess we do have guests here Jim and Mary Jane are here but 
Dan wanted to go over this memo that he sent you before we begin with resolutions just for 
purposes of discussion. 
 
PALMER: Again maybe if Jim wanted to come up. We talked about this.  I know I got it out late 
on Friday to you and I apologize for that but this is an alternative to the original proposal that we 
talked about for the additional 2% in terms of how that would be divided among towns.  So Jim 
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and Mary Jane. 
 
POLITI:  Yeah there was some very substantial changes the elimination of regions which I know 
was an issue and so forth. 
 
PALMER: It’s all yours Jim. 
 
McKENNA:  I don’t know if everyone got a chance to read the memo that was sent around it 
was pretty, it pretty much lays it out after we got together with Dan and the Chairman and Roby 
and others basically what we’ve done if you look at maybe the chart on the very back might be 
the most descriptive thing to look at is that you know we worked with projections projecting to 
2020 and what the additional 2% would generate that’s the first column.  The second column is 
we took a look at 2018 and we looked at each town and identified the percentages that were 
collected in the occupancy tax in ’18. 
The next column is really that we feel strongly that as we move this program forward over the 
years we think it’s important to have a resource that’s available that can help the process of 
growing tourism from a development point of view and that’s what that column is. 
The next column is basically if we took a total of $360,000 and provided $20,000 from each 
town where that would be generated from and so those funds come off, the balance is left. 
The next column shows what the $20,000 would be for each town and then the final column 
shows a breakdown of what’s left so if you look at all the towns you can see that the number 
that would be generated or available per town would be on that total allocation line item. 
 
LAWRENCE:  Now I will take over.  So just to be clear, each town would automatically get the 
$20,000 each year and that would be regardless of what was generated and that would be 
obviously to be used at your discretion for marketing, tourism, community enhancement. The 
balance would also as you can see at whatever column we’re at the final? 
 
POLITI:  Total allocation. 
 
LAWRENCE:  Would go again, to each town and it would be up to your discretion to use that 
balance for marketing and community tourism and enhancement excuse me tourism and travel 
enhancement projects so we kind of just came full circle so the money that’s collected from 
each town would go back to each town in addition to the $20,000 each year your town would get 
regardless of what you generated so ROOST would provide assistance where wanted on how 
to invest that money or to help with grants or matching funds or however you saw that deemed 
necessary to move your community and your town forward. 
 
MONTY: Just a quick question, CTEF what does that stand for? 
 
LAWRENCE:  Community Tourism Enhancement Fund so right now each town is getting $2500 
so that $2500 goes up to $20,000 and as you know you get that form at the beginning of the 
year and you fill it out and then you get a check for $2500.  What we’re suggesting moving 
forward with this new program is that it will be paid out quarterly the $5,000 obviously it will 
come to the $20,000 so it’s a win for all the communities, towns. 
 
POLITI:  Does everybody understand? 
 
MONTY:  Just one other quick question Dan thank you for your write up it was very good it 
helped me understand a lot better but why are we waiving our admin fee? 
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PALMER:  Well only to make it more palatable for everyone.  Again you know I didn’t, you can 
collect the admin fee and the only thing I use it for is to reduce your levy so it’s going to go one 
way or another I guess. 
 
MONTY:  What would that number be? 
 
McKENNA:  About 5%. 
 
PALMER:  5% of $2 million so it would be – 
 
LAWRENCE:  It’s about $100,000 
 
PALMER:  Yeah, about $100,000 that we’re waiving. 
 
MONTY:  But it would only be 2% of that right because we’re already doing 3%?  Right? 
 
POLITI:  Yeah the admin fee would –  
 
PALMER: The 5% still applies to the 3% that we raised in the beginning. 
 
POLITI:  It doesn’t apply to the second 2%. 
 
PALMER: In other words I agreed to kind of relinquish under this proposal I didn’t agree to it 
because I don’t get to do that but under this proposal what I am suggesting is that we would 
relinquish that 5%. 
 
MONTY:  I understand I’m being selfish I think you know I’m looking back at it could later help 
us with our tax levy from a selfish point of view. 
 
PALMER: It all counts one way or another it’s going to have to be accounted for somewhere. 
 
LAWRENCE:  Another thing I’d like to mention is that again, you can take your annual 
contribution and you can bank it and build or you can collaborate with other towns in your area 
or in any area for whatever project you are looking to accomplish so and lastly is the goal 
obviously is this is the starting point but it adds our tourism overnight, you know our overnight 
stays grow and we develop our communities we’ll see that this money for each town grows year 
after year. 
 
POLITI:  Basically we are eliminating the regions and allowing individual communities the 
opportunity to spend the money the way that they feel is best for tourism in their particular 
township.  The money that you would be receiving is shown in the total allocation so each town 
has a percentage that’s based on that number alright? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The surprisingly at this point I’ve heard nothing but opposition from businesses 
within in my community that are in the lodging business.  Did you get a chance Jim to speak to 
anyone? 
 
McKENNA:   No we actually did communicate with Sue from the Chamber we haven’t heard 
back from her. 
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LAWRENCE:  No, we did she left me a message and then I left her a message back so we’re 
playing phone tag. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I think part of at least with their issue is is that if the town receives the money 
they want some accountability that money goes to the Chamber fill that void here to make 
certain that it goes towards tourism to bring people into the area.  I guess the next step in this 
here if the board decides that this gets to full board where does it go Dan Manning after that?  
Does it require a public hearing?  Is it a local law?  In other words I’m assuming there are a 
couple more steps that it would have to go through to enact this? 
 
MANNING:  First we have to get the legislation passed through the State once they do that that 
authorizes us to do this by local law and to allocate it the way it is currently is set forth in the 
legislation. We’re not changing that allocation. This proposal which I just seen you know 
everything looks fine.  The county will give away 5% of the fee looks like there’s wiggle room in 
the State legislation for that to occur.  It doesn’t say the county shall get 5% it says other things 
so once it’s passed by the State then we can enact a Local Law and then we would want an 
agreement with ROOST as to whatever you’re going to do. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  The agreement with ROOST would be with each individual town? 
 
MANNING: No I think it would be better to have a comprehensive agreement. 
 
PALMER:  With the county. 
 
MANNING:  Yes, agree. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: And that money would be disbursed to the towns? 
 
PALMER:  Directly to the towns. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Directly to the towns – 
 
PALMER:  On a quarterly basis 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  It would be our responsibility in regards to accountability as to how they are 
going to use it? 
 
PALMER: Right. 
 
POLITI: And no one liked the idea of a regional community overseeing how any particular town 
would spend that money. 
 
McKENNA:  This could be a committee made up by the town if they want for their town. 
 
MANNING: Yes the only cog is you have to use it for tourism promotional purposes. 
 
McKENNA:  And development, tourism and enhancement really. 
 
MANNING:  Yeah.  I mean you can’t buy a truck with it. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Are you getting opposition from other communities? 
 
McKENNA: You know we’ve heard a little bit Tom and you know the big thing is always the 
extra 2% would drive business away.  Most of the data, all of the data that we’ve seen in other 
areas that have done this that doesn’t happen. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: So around us right now Clinton County is at what? 
 
McKENNA: They’re at 3%. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Warren, four? 
 
McKENNA:  Four and four, Franklin is at five. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Hamilton? 
 
McKENNA: Hamilton no occupancy tax. 
 
McNALLY: And if you go south into other states it’s 8,10,12% occupancy tax. 
 
McKENNA: Yes, you’re right Steve. Yes. 
Saratoga Springs is probably the closest one that is over that they have both a county and a city 
occupancy tax.  In the city it’s 6%.  Niagara Falls I think is at 7% and New York City I think I 
heard some of you were down there recently and it’s even higher I forget what it is in New York 
City. 
 
McNALLY:  It’s 10 or 12%.   
 
JACKSON:  Nuts and bolts question is this something that we’ll get like four checks a year, we’ll 
put it in our budget as a revenue and expend it however we chose in the appropriations and 
hopefully everyone will try and do the best they can. 
 
POLITI:  It has to be tourism related in some manner. 
 
JACKSON: Right. 
 
POLITI:  In some manner. 
 
JACKSON:  So there is accountability. 
 
POLITI:  I mean it could be for a tourist related infrastructure item. 
 
JACKSON:  Right. 
 
TYLER: I’m assuming you’re going to have some people here at the meetings helping you 
expend that money.  If lodging is going to be charged extra money I’m sure they are going to 
have a voice on where that money is spent. 
 
PALMER: I think that was intent of allowing this to be controlled strictly by the towns.  Towns 
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can form their own communities. They know who their businesses are. They know who it is they 
want involved. They can define that within their own process and that way it is a locally 
controlled spend of the money. 
 
LAWRENCE: And the goal is also again to have that staff person available to all the towns 
through ROOST that has the expertise in destination development or grant writing or matching 
funds or you know just to help where requested in guiding that process. 
 
GILLILLAND:  I do know of two other counties were asking for raises in their occupancy taxes 
this year to go before the legislature.  There maybe more. 
 
PALMER: I think it’s important too to note the county is relinquishing that 5% on the additional 
2% but we’re not the only one kind of relinquishing something here as well.  If you look at the 
numbers there North Elba is collecting over 86% of the funds but they are only receiving 71% 
back so there is a recognition by North Elba that they need to invest some money into the other 
communities so to speak and they are relinquishing a part of what should be in their entitlement. 
 
POLITI:  Yeah, it’s about $340,000. 
 
GIORDANO:  So just to understand the projected 2020 collections is just the 2%? 
 
McKENNA: Yes that’s correct. 
 
GIORDANO:  You look through this chart and get the total allocation that’s the amount that each 
town is going to receive now? 
 
POLITI:  Yes, it’s the estimated amount. 
 
GIORANDO:  Estimated amount?  Okay. 
 
McKENNA:  Of course as Mary Jane said the goal was to grow that you know if we can increase 
overnight visitation the number should grow for everybody. That projection for 2020 it was 
based on a 3% increase this year in collections and a 3% increase next year so we based it on 
a 3% growth each year to get that projection. 
 
McNALLY:  And the original $2500 from the 3% ROOST will retain that moving forward? 
 
McKENNA: It will go right into that $20,000, yes. 
 
McNALLY:  I’m in complete favor of this and the reason is we have $5,000 allocated in our 
budget for publicity which you can barely maintain a website for that cost and with the 2% tax 
cap I don’t see any money coming from the Governor to do some of these promotions that we’d 
like to do in town and I think this is worth a try to see how the towns can do.  And also having 
ROOST there for any input when we need it. 
 
POLITI:  Yeah and the other thing is you know it’s not as if we’re taxing our residents.  This is 
coming from outside money. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So Jim this week at some point you plan to meet? 
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McKENNA: We will. We’ll get that done. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I mean I fully support this because I know what $20,000 could do for our 
community but I’m elected to represent the people of Moriah and right now I’m hearing about 
opposition so today I will abstain, vote against it and hopefully by Monday – 
 
POLITI: There’s no vote Tom. 
 
PALMER:  There’s no vote.  This is really information at this point. 
 
POLITI:  This is just a discussion. 
 
PALMER:  This would be the second step after it is approved by the State. 
 
POLITI:  But you can vote if you like. 
 
MARNELL:  I think I would want to be assured if the money gets spent somebody puts in 
sidewalks say well, tourism. 
 
POLITI: Absolutely.  I mean that is one of the considerations we have in Lake Placid is one of 
the nicest things in Lake Placid is a walk around Mirror Lake and if the sidewalks are in bad 
shape so forth I would think of that as a tourist related improvement. 
 
McKENNA: Tourist amenity. 
 
MARNELL:  My other question, there is only a $1000 difference between North Hudson and 
Schroon Lake how did you come up with that? 
 
McKENNA:  Well that was based on collections and in North Hudson it is predominantly driven 
by the Elk Lake Lodge. 
 
PRESTON:  I normally pick on Jim just because it’s fun but MJ I’ll ask you take the weight off 
him.  So this money that’s collected under this new law that passes is this money, just going to 
be given to the towns for us to decide what to do with it because we’ve got a new event coming 
up in August and quite frankly I could use some funding so regardless this money is going to be 
given to us or is this going to be like some people say a Hunger Games type thing? 
 
PALMER:  No that’s the intent to totally get away from that. 
 
POLITI: That’s why we modified it Randy. 
 
McKENNA: You have to remember though the first year the bulk of the revenues come in in the 
third quarter just so we have to follow the calendar and how it flows too but we think for the 
$20,000 we think we are going to be in very good shape, hit each quarter starting with the first 
quarter but the bulk of the money comes in in the third quarter so that’s when it’s available right 
after that. 
 
PRESTON: Do we have to apply and go through a process? 
 
POLITI:  No 
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McKENNA:  Nope. 
 
PRESTON: Good answer. 
 
McKENNA:  We would encourage as someone said that you’d have some sort of local 
committee though that maybe have some of the lodging industry somehow engaged in it as the 
decisions are made and what are the most appropriate projects. 
 
McNALLY:  I just have one question.  I see we’re opting the county to pull out of this not that I 
want them taking my percentage but would the fairgrounds and some of the promotion we’re 
trying to do with Ag, tourism things like this? 
 
PALMER:  The original money is not changing right? 
 
McKENNA:  No the original money is not changing we still have money for that. There will still 
be those programs going on. 
 
McNALLY:  Okay so they are going to coming out of the 3%? 
 
McKENNA:  Yes. 
 
McNALLY: Okay that’s fine there is no additional money will be needed for that program? 
 
McKENNA: No 
 
McNALLY:  Because I know we were talking about staffing down there full time. 
 
McKENNA:  Yeah that’s something that would have to be figured out but that existing fund stays 
where it’s at so we don’t touch this one. 
 
MORROW: I support this for a multiple reasons because as a person that’s been around all over 
New York State and other states and rented rooms for the night I never looked at my occupancy 
tax.  If I can take and rent that room and pay $300 a night or whatever it is at a good motel what 
heck is 2%, 3% or 5%?   
Secondly also this I look at this as like somebody else has sat here and benefit our towns for 
tourism my Keeseville Chamber of Commerce uses our JC Park in our Town of Chesterfield 
multiple times a year for fall festival, spring festival and stuff they’ve been after me to upgrade 
the electrical system in our pavilion. I can’t afford to do it with what we have now we can do it 
I’ve got no problem. We’ve got bands coming in and we can upgrade that and improve it. I’m all 
for it. 
 
POLITI: Anyone else? Thank you. 
 
McKENNA: Thank you all very much. 
 
POLITI: Okay Judy we can move to resolutions. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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Chairman – C. Harrington    Vice-Chairman -  N. Merrihew 
Monday, April 8, 2019 

 
1. RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #55 OF 2007, AMENDING RESOLUTION 

NO.136 OF 2006 TO CLARIFY ALLOWANCES AND BILLING PROCEDURES FOR 
BURIAL COSTS FOR INDIGENT DECEASED RESIDENTS.  Harrington, Morrow 
 

2. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $60,000, DSRIP CARRYOVER FUNDS  Harrington, Merrihew 
 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $50,185.19, PELL BEQUETH CARRYOVER FUNDS  Monty, Harrington 
 

4. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT 
$5,000.00 FROM ADIRONDACK HEALTH INSTITUTE FOR CREATING A RESILIENT 
COMMUNITY AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT 
INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000.00.  
Monty, Morrow 
 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF KARI LAUTENSCHEUTZ AS 
A MEMBER OF THE ESSEX COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD FOR THE 
TERM OF JANUARY 1, 2018 – DECEMBER 31, 2021.  DeZalia, Monty 
 

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO APPLY 
FOR AND ACCEPT THE 2019-2020 GOVERNOR’S TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $2,600.00, FOR THE PURCHASE OF CAR SEATS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2600.00  Morrow, 
Jackson 
 

7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $1,358.00, DSRIP FUNDS  Giordano, Harrington 
 

8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $3,671.25, DSRIP FUNDS  Giordano, Merrihew 
 

9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $360.88, CARRYOVER FUNDS ADIRONDACK FOUNDATION GENEROUS 
ACTS.  Harrington, Merrihew 
 

10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $475.17, CARRYOVER FUNDS ADULT RECREATION.  Monty, DeZalia 
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11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $45,086.13, CARRYOVER FUNDS ATKINSON ESTATE AWARD.  Monty, Tyler 
 

12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $12,279.12, CARRYOVER FUNDS COACHING FOR ACTIVATION.  Depo, Tyler 
 

13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $3,583.99, CARRYOVER FUNDS MEDICAL RESERVE CORP.  Harrington, 
Merrihew 
 

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $500.00, CARRYOVER FUNDS SOMEONE YOU LOVE.  DeZalia, Monty 
 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $248,700.00, CARRYOVER FUNDS WELL FED GRANT.  Tyler, Harrington 
 

16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT A 
DONATION FROM CEDAR WOOD ENGINEERING IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00, 
AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT INCREASING REVENUES 
AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00.  Harrington, Merrihew 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: For full board will these all be packed into one? 
 
GARRISON:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
MANNING:  They will all be on one resolution. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Thank you. 

 
17. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO ANDREA WHITMARSH ON RECEIVING 

THE 2019 PUBLIC HEALTH HONOR ROLL AWARD  Giordano, unanimous 
 

18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE OFFICE FOR THE 
AGING DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $22,650.00, CARRYOVER FUNDS TITLE IIIE   Monty, Morrow 
 

19. RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING THE MONTH OF MAY 2019 AS OLDER AMERICANS 
MONTH.  Marnell, Depo 
 

20. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO ESSEX COUNTY HONOREES, JOAN 
AUBIN (WILLSBORO) AND LLOYD HAYNES (NORTH HUDSON) FOR THEIR 
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RECOGNITION AT THE OLDER NEW YORKERS DAY ON MAY 21, 2019  Gillilland, 
unanimous 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Chairman – S. McNally     Vice-Chairman – G. Morrow 

Monday, April 8, 2019 
 

21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SPECTRACOM NETCLOCK 
SYSTEM IN THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$7,680.00, FROM WELLS COMMUNICATION AS A SOLE SOURCE AUTHORIZED 
DEALER.  Jackson, McNally 
 

22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH WYCI DIGITAL 
TELEVISION AND THE EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT ON THE TERRY 
MOUNTAIN TOWER.  Morrow, McNally 
 

RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairman – N. Merrihew    Vice-Chairman – M. Marnell      

Monday, April 8, 2019 
 

23. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT ALLOWING THE USE 
OF COUNTY ROADWAYS FOR THE ADIRONDACK MARATHON DISTANCE 
FESTIVAL TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019 AND SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2019, UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY AND 
WITH THE PROVISION OF INSURANCE  Merrihew, Marnell 

 
RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE DPW COMMITTEE 

Chairman – G. Morrow     Vice–Chairman – J. Monty 
Monday, April 15, 2019 

 
24. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT ALLOWING THE USE 

OF COUNTY ROADWAYS FOR THE WILMINGTON WHISKEY 10K RUN/RACE TO 
BE HELD ON SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 2019, UPON APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY AND WITH THE PROVISION OF INSURANCE  Preston, Morrow 
 

25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH ATLANTIC 
TESTING LABORATORIES IN THE AMOUNT OF $16,030.00 FOR SUBSURFACE 
INVESTIGATION AND GEOTECHNICAL EVALUATION SERVICES FOR THE MILL 
POND DRIVE OVER OUTLOOK BROOK BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE 
TOWN OF NORTH ELBA, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM BUDGETED FUNDS AND 
FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT AMENDMENT   Morrow, Monty 
 

26. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A 
CONTRACT TO PRIME HIGHWAY CONTRACTORS, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,144,379.60 FOR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE PHASE TWO OF SHORE 
AIRPORT ROAD DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF 
TICONDEROGA WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM FEDERAL AID FUNDS AND 
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FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT  Giordano, Morrow 
 

27. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO AWARD A 
CONTRACT TO ALPINE CONSTRUCTION LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,526,908.00 
FOR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE CAMPSITE ROAD BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN THE TOWN OF NEWCOMB WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM 
BRIDGE NEW YORK FUNDS AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 
CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT  DeLoria, 
McNally 
 

28. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT TO CREIGHTON MANNING 
ENGINEERING, LLP IN THE AMOUNT OF $258,244.00 FOR CONSTRUCTION 
PHASE AND CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE CAMPSITE 
ROAD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF NEWCOMB WITH 
FUNDS TO COME FROM BRIDGE NEW YORK FUNDS AND FURTHER 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
SAID CONTRACT  DeLoria, McNally 
 

29. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT WITH ATLANTIC 
TESTING LABORATORIES, IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,830.00, FOR CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS ENGINEERING AND TESTING SERVICES, FOR THE TROUT BROOK 
ROAD OVER TROUT BROOK BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT, IN THE TOWN 
OF MINERVA, WITH FUNDS TO COME FROM THE BRIDGE BOND FUNDS, AND 
FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT AMENDMENT   McNally, Morrow 
 

30. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE ORDER WITH REALE CONSTRUCTION, 
INC., CREDITING THE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $40,000.00 FOR UNUSED 
ROCK REMOVAL ALLOWANCE FOR THE ROME DAM REMOVAL PROJECT IN 
THE TOWN OF JAY, WITH FUNDS REMAINING IN THE COMMUNITY RISING 
FUNDING AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN OR COUNTY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID CHANGE ORDER  Depo, Morrow 
 

31. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,783.34, FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS TO COMPLETE WORK ON THE GULF BROOK ROAD.   DeZalia, 
Morrow 
 

32. RESOLUTION DECLARING THE LOGS FROM THE JBAR-E MOTEL ON THE 
FORMER FRONTIER TOWN PROPERTY SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING THE 
TRANSFER OF THE LOGS TO THE TOWN OF NORTH HUDSON  Marnell, DeZalia 

 
RESOLUTIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Chairman – I. Tyler     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 
Monday, April 15, 2019 

 
NO RESOLUTIONS 
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FINANCE/TAX REDUCTION/MANDATE RELIEF COMMITTEE 
Chairman – T. Scozzafava     Vice-Chairman – J. Monty 

Monday, April 15, 2019 
 

33. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER’S OFFICE TO OPERATE FROM 
THE HOURS OF 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM, FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY AND 
AUGUST 2019   Scozzafava, Monty 
 

34. RESOLUTION TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND OTHER CHARGES IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $330.15 ON 2016 TAX PAID, ON A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE 
TOWN OF SCHROON, HAVING TAX MAP #156.16-3-18.300  Marnell, Merrihew 
 

POLITI:  Comments or discussion? 
 
TYLER:  Is this a private property or is it a business? 
 
PALMER: Mike explained it at the finance committee it’s a private property and it was really an 
error on our part or the billing got messed up so in this case we felt that it was the county’s 
issue. 
 
POLITI: Does anyone need any further discussion on this?  I can call Mike.  Everyone set?  
Okay.  All in favor, thank you. 

 
35. RESOLUTION TO CANCEL PENALTIES, INTEREST AND OTHER CHARGES IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $515.23 ON 2016 TAX PAID, ON A PARCEL OF PROPERTY IN THE 
TOWN OF NORTH ELBA, HAVING TAX MAP #41.1-1-23.000/2015  Depo, Merrihew 

POLITI: I don’t know which one this is. 
 
PALMER:  Why don’t we have Mike come up I’m not sure on this one. 
 
POLITI: Mike do you want to come up?  Enlighten me. 
 
DISKIN:  This parcel is currently owned by a gentleman by the name of Nidecker, Arnold 
Nidecker it was formally owned by a John Logan it was in the Saranac Lake area in the Town of 
North Elba. Mr. Logan and his wife had a senior star exemption and a senior citizen exemption 
on their property both passed away one in ’13, one in ’14 so an omitted tax bill was created in 
2015 and it was not paid so therefore it was relevied on the 2016 bill.  In the meantime Mr. 
Nidecker got the tax bill and was never made aware of it in the transfer of the property and 
because it was an omitted tax bill the tax map number on it was followed by a slash and the 
year 2015 so therefore in subsequent years there was never any notice of any subsequent bills 
because the bills were keyed on the tax map number and if they don’t match exactly they don’t 
get a message on there because of that slash number the message did not appear on future 
bills so he was never was aware of it until he was served the notices of foreclosure he was not 
aware of it. 
 
POLITI: So it was an error? 
 
DISKIN: Yeah he assumed all of this was taken care of with the transfer. 
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POLITI: And you have no problem with it? 
 
DISKIN: No I did not have an issue with that. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor – 
 
MONTY: One quick question that error was out of the Treasurer’s office before they produced 
those bills or was it real property, county clerk? 
 
DISKIN:  Well it’s the way it was picked up on subsequent years it’s always keyed on the tax 
map number. 
 
MONTY:  Who inputs it I guess? 
 
DISKIN:  It’s done by Real Property but that’s now been taken care of because now omitted bills 
are automatically relevied onto the regular bill so since ’16 this was the last year that happened 
beginning in ’17 they did away with omitted bills just put them directly on the regular bill.  You 
won’t ever see that happen again. 
 
MONTY:  Thank you. 
 
POLITI:  All in favor, opposed – carried. 
 

 
36. RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #64 OF APRIL 1, 2019, AUTHORIZING 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS FROM THE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE, INFORMATION SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT AMENDING THE BUDGET 
TRANSFER IN THE AMOUNT OF $46,721.00, UNEXPENDED FUNDS TO CAPITAL 
PROJECT 13-2  Scozzafava, Monty 
 

37. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF BACKUP AND RECOVERY 
WORKSTATIONS FROM SOLARWINDS MSP IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,990.0 A 
MONTH, IN THE INFORMATION SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT  Monty, Scozzafava 
 

38. RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO MORIAH CENTRAL SCHOOL GIRLS 
VARSITY CHEERLEADING SQUAD FOR WINNING DIVISION II, SMALL TEAMS, 
SECTION VII CHAMPIONSHIP  Scozzafava, unanimous 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

39. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ESSEX COUNTY TO EXECUTE A LEASE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF NORTH ELBA FOR OFFICE SPACE FOR 
MENTAL HEALTH SATELLITE CLINIC AT NO CHARGE.  Scozzafava, Morrow 
 

40.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF MARY ABENDROTH TO 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CLINTON-ESSEX-FRANKLIN LIBRARY 
SYSTEM TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF PHYLLIS MAGNUS THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31, 2020.  Gillilland, Monty 
 



Ways & Means Committee 
Monday, April 29, 2019  15 
 

41. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE MENTAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT INCREASING REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $500.00, FROM THE ELIZABETHTOWN COMMUNITY HOSPITAL FOR THE 
BUILDING COMMUNITY RESILIENCE EVENT TO BE HELD ON MAY 6, 2019.  
Merrihew, Harrington 
 

POLITI:  From the floor? 
 
GILLILLAND: Mr. Scozzafava invited me last week to a briefing in Moriah concerning the 
Mineville Pump Storage Project overview.  I was actually, I felt very good about myself I was 
actually able to use my brain for high school physics the difference between kinetic energy and 
potential energy.  So basically that project which is using the old ore mines in Mineville which is 
building essentially a huge earth battery storing energy to be released into the grid in a massive 
way during low energy times when other alternative sources such as solar and wind are not 
providing.  It falls into the Governor’s program of total removal by 2040 etc. and this project has 
been going on for about ten years and at this point they are just about ready to go to the State 
to authorization to proceed with the project.  So I would like to put a resolution forward to go to 
our legislative representatives, to the second floor of the Governor’s office, to DEC and to the 
Public Service Commission I believe there is others, Mr. Scozzafava has others that this board 
would support this project wholeheartedly for construction of about 300 jobs I believe and 100 to 
150 jobs during operation this is a tremendous boom for the Town of Moriah and for Essex 
County.  So I would like to put forward that resolution. 
 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE MINEVILLE PUMPED STORAGE PROJECT IN THE 
TOWN OF MORIAH.  Gillilland, Scozzafava 
 
POLITI:  Moved by Mr. Gillilland, second by Mr. Scozzafava.  Comments or discussion on this? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: This project has been ongoing it was actually started in 1994.  Jobs are 150 
through construction and about 50 during the operation but the great thing about this project is 
number one it’s taxable and the estimated tax would increase our taxable value by $300 million.  
Now right now the Town of Moriah’s taxable value is like $217 million so you can see what 
impact that would have on the school district and of course some of the county also but right 
now they’ve been through the FERP the Federal application that they have to do it’s this thick 
but it has taken four years to get through that process.  It’s moving forward finally.  Hopefully we 
will see construction start this year.  It will take about six months to pump the mine down.  They 
are going to pump down each level.  There is three levels in that mine. They are going to be 
down a total of 3,000 feet.  The concept is pretty simple.  You have a reservoir at the top, your 
curves and humps in the middle, reservoir at the bottom.  They are in demand they drop the 
water through the turbines to produce electricity during off peak they pump back up to the other 
reservoir. So we’re excited about it and it’s been a long time coming at this point they are 
negotiating with the State in regards to filling their future needs for power environmentally.  This 
project environmentally, you can’t find a cleaner project.  You are not even going to coexist 
there except for the one building that will sit above the ground. There is as Shaun pointed out 
benefits in any hydro project that will derived for communities and highway garages; extent 
amount of monies will be spent at the school for Linney Field and so on and again, we are 
looking forward to it and we appreciate your support.  Thank you. 
 
POLITI: Any other comments? 
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MORROW:  Have you contacted the IDA board to see if there is any way they can help with 
grants and stuff? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  This project is being – which is one of the reasons I think it will be successful 
because any project I’ve seen in thirty years that ultimately has been successful there’s no 
Government money involved in this whatsoever.  It’s all done by private investors primarily 
retirement funds and so on but they don’t want or have a need for any Federal monies or State 
monies. 
 
MORROW:  Okay.  I just thought I’d mention it. 
 
MARNELL:  Could we get a resolution passed to encourage the – 
 
POLITI:  I’ve got one on the floor first. So any other discussion on this resolution?  All in favor. 
 
MARNELL:  I was notified last week by DOT they are planning on paving Route 9 near Stewarts 
in the Village up to Exit 28 and the project has been approved but the contract hasn’t been lead 
yet because there is a restriction they won’t do any billing and paving during the summer 
season because of the heavy traffic until after Labor Day.  If they wait until after Labor Day 
they’ve got to wait until after the Marathon which is the end of September and that puts us up 
into October and I would ask a resolution to encourage or convince NYS DOT to do the project 
whether it’s June or July or whatever and the business community they are in support of it and 
the fire department and emergency squad they are all in favor everybody. 
 
RESOLUTION URGING THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
TO START PAVING PROJECTS IN THE TOWN OF SCHROON PRIOR TO LABOR DAY.  
Marnell, Harrington. 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion?  All in favor, thank you.  Others? 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We need to straighten out a water and sewer bill in the Town of Moriah that 
has no financial impact on the county but does require a resolution from this board to proceed 
so I’m going to offer the courtesy of the floor to Mr. Diskin and he can explain it. 
 
DISKIN: Last week we received notice that a parcel in the Town of Moriah tax map #86.74-7-
9.000 there was multiple dwellings on the property there was a house and a mobile home I 
believe.  When the mobile home was added it created a second water and sewer bill however 
the Town of Moriah just created another bill with two units on it and left the other one with a 
single unit so it’s been being charged three units actually when it should have been charged 
two.  They discovered this recently and the 2019 bill was correctable because it was during the 
time the bill was still out there but the ’17 and ’18 bills have an additional unit of water and an 
additional unit of sewer on each one of them.  They should be removed. This would adjust it and 
the Town of Moriah would get billed back for that.  We’ll make the correction if it’s approved in 
our office and then we’ll charge back because we already made the town whole for that amount 
we’ll charge the town back for it so there is no county impact.  The town has agreed to pay that. 
The amount is $319.00 for water and $462.00 for sewer on the ’18 bill and the same amount on 
the ’17 bill the total amount would be $1562.00 it would be adjusted. 
 
POLITI:  So Mr. Scozzafava you’re moving the water and sewer bill adjustment? 
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SCOZZAFAVA: Yes. 
 
POLITI: Do I have a second?  Mr. Morrow. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TO WAIVE 2017 AND 2018 WATER AND SEWER BILLS IN 
THE TOWN OF MORIAH FOR 161 RAYMOND WRIGHT AVENUE, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,562.00, DUE TO A BILLING ERROR.  Scozzafava, Morrow 
 
POLITI:  Comments or discussion on this resolution?  All in favor.  Thank you Mike.  Any other 
resolutions? 
 
MORROW:  A resolution of appreciation to Karl teRiele of the Town of Ticonderoga for his many 
years of service on the Essex County Soil and Water Conservation District Board.  He’s retired 
from that board. 
 
POLITI:  Do I have a unanimous second? Thank you. 
 
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND CONGRATULATIONS TO KARL teRIELE ESSEX 
COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT DIRECTOR UPON HIS 
RETIREMENT.  Morrow, unanimous 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? 
 
GARRISON: I have a couple. 
 
POLITI:  Do you want to go ahead then Judy? 
 
GARRISON:  Sure.  Everyone has copies on their desks.  It’s from the Department of Public 
Works.  Resolution establishing the dates for the 2019 Household Hazardous Waste Day events 
as follows – June 29, 2019 North Elba Highway Garage, July 27, 2019 North Hudson Highway 
Garage, August 10, 2019 Essex County DPW and August 31, 2019 Ticonderoga Highway 
Garage. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ESTABLISH 
THE DATES FOR THE 2019 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE EVENTS IN ESSEX 
COUNTY.  Monty, Morrow 
 
POLITI:  Do I have any comments?  Thank you. 
 
GARRISON:  And the next one is authorizing a contract to Greenman Pederson, Inc. in the 
amount of $120,000 for construction phase and construction inspection services for the County 
Route 43 Shore Airport Road for drainage improvement project in the Town of Ticonderoga with 
funds to come from Federal aid/budgeted funds. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH GREENMAN-PEDERSON, INC. FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE AND CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES FOR 
COUNTY ROUTE 43 SHORE AIRPORT ROAD DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT IN 
THE TOWN OF TICONDEROGA, IN THE AMOUNT OF $120,000.00.  Giordano, Morrow 
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POLITI:  Comments or discussion?  All in favor.  I need a resolution of congratulations please to 
Mrs. Ruth Hart in Lake Placid celebrating her 100th birthday. 
 
RESOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO RUTH HART UPON CELEBRATING HER 
1OOTH BIRTHDAY.  Politi, unanimous 
 
POLITI:  Thank you.  I think it’s time Mr. Montroy would you like to introduce your replacement? 
 
MONTROY:  Davina Winemiller is going to be my replacement. 
 
POLITI:  Davina, it’s nice to have you on board and looking forward to attendance to us. 
 
WINEMILLER: Thank you. 
 
POLITI:  Anyone else? Yes, Dan. 
 
MANNING:  Currently we have some construction equipment mechanics at the DPW who are 
absent for various reasons and we need to fill those positions.  They are union positions and 
generally you cannot use outside contractors to fill union positions it’s subject to competitive 
bargaining so we need to enter into an MOU with the union which I have before me and I have 
reviewed allowing us to for the period April 15, 2019 through September 30, 2019 go out and 
privately secure the services of one or more construction equipment mechanics to fill the void 
where one or more construction equipment mechanics are currently working for the county are 
not available. 
 
POLITI: So purposes of discussion this resolution is moved by Mr. Morrow and seconded by Mr. 
Monty and I’m going to open it up any discussion on this? 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN ESSEX COUNTY AND CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CSEA) 
LOCAL 1000 AFSCME, AFL-CIO, ESSEX COUNTY GENERAL UNIT #6800 OF ESSEX 
COUNTY LOCAL 816.  Morrow, Monty 
 
POLITI:  Anyone? 
 
McNALLY:  Are they going to be county employees during this time period or are they going to 
be sub contracted? 
 
MANNING:  No they will not be county employees and that’s the point because it’s illegal for any 
municipality if there is a union involved for us to go outside and hire outside work without such a 
MOU so these are not going to be county employees. 
 
McNALLY:  And how many employees are we talking? 
 
MANNING:  One or two probably just one, maybe two. 
 
McNALLY:  And this will go out and you will obtain bids on this? 
 
MANNING: Yes qualifications. 
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POLITI:  Anyone else?  All in favor.  Anything else Dan? 
 
MANNING:  I would like to go into a brief executive session. 
 
POLITI:  We will go into an executive session for purposes of legal and contractual discussions.  
Moved by Mr. Merrihew, second by Mr. DeLoria.  Any further discussion? All in favor, okay what 
is the time, Judy. 
 
GARRISON:  10:52 am. 
 

THE COMMITTEE MOVED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 10:52 AM 
FOR PURPOSES OF LEGAL AND CONTRACTUAL DISCUSSIONS 

AND MOVED BACK INTO OPEN SESSION AT 11:15 AM. 
 
POLITI:  Okay we’re out of executive session the time is 11:15 am. There was no business 
conducted.  Anything else to come before this board, this committee?  If not, we are adjourned. 
 
 As there was no further discussion to come before this Ways and Means Committee it 
was adjourned at 11:15 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judy Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors 
 
 


